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produced pottery, coal, and iron ; but in every other respect
remained entirely undistinguished.

A dreary county, men thought, passing through it to the
more eminent beauties of north or south ; black, inhuman,
uninteresting. The fame of its pottery was of course
tremendous. But the potter's craft had made it merely
repulsive. So much was shown by George Moore in
A Mummer's Wife, when he pictured the outlook from
Hanley as

one of those terrible cauldrons in which man melts and moulds
this huge age of iron. Of what did this valley consist ? Of
bkck plains that the sunlight could not change in colour ; of
patches of grass, hard and metallic in hue ; of tanks of water
glittering like blades of steel; of gigantic smoke-clouds rolling
over the stems of a thousand factory chimneys. . . .
Kate stood on the side of a steep declivity. Through its worn
sides black cinders protruded, and the ruins of deserted collieries
stood close at hand. ... So bkck was everything that even
the spire of the church remained a silhouette in the liquid sun-
light that was poured as out of a diamond vase from the long
pale space of sky which rose behind the hills.

That was Staffordshire as a stranger saw it in 1885.
Who would have supposed that it could produce an artist
who, without falsification, would give the county in the
eyes of the world a new air of life, beauty, and romance ?
Yet it was within sight of such a scene as this that, on
27 May 1867, Enoch Arnold Bennett was born; and it
was from youth spent in these surroundings that he drew
the inspiration for the whole of his best work. How was
it done ? I shall try to explain.

The place of his birth was 90 Hope Street, Hanley.
Arnold was the eldest of six children, and his father, Enoch
Bennett, before becoming a solicitor, had been a potter
and a schoolmaster. He also carried on, in a part of the
house in Hope Street, the business of a pawnbroker. The
Bennetts were strict Wesleyan Methodists; and although
among their neighbours they were uncommonly musical,